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From the Shop Floor to the School Board:
A Medford Graduate’s Commitment to Strengthen Education & the Trades

For Jeff Peterson, a 1981 graduate of Medford Area Senior High
School, the road to success has always started close to home: in
the family shop, with a wrench in hand and a lesson in hard
work.

Today, Peterson is the president of James Peterson Sons, Inc,
(JPS) a fifth-generation family construction business that's been
part of the Medford landscape for over a century. With more
than 200 employees and projects across Wisconsin, the
company'’s reach stretches far beyond the local concrete trucks
people see around town. But for Peterson, the story isn't about
how far the company has gone, it's about how deeply it's
rooted in community, family, and education.

“I grew up working in the shop with my brother and cousins,”
Peterson recalls. “We'd go down on Saturday mornings when we

were about seven or eight and drive the end loader around.
Jeff Peterson, 1981 Medford Graduate Then we'd wash cars and change oil. It was great.”

That hands-on education continued throughout school. Peterson took every
technical education class Medford offered, a foundation that inspired his
career path. After graduation, he attended Wisconsin Rapids Technical
School to study civil engineering, where he learned drafting and surveying,
long before computer-aided design took over. Later, recognizing that a
successful business needed more than field experience, he earned an
accounting degree from Eau Claire Technical School.

Peterson’s curiosity didn’t stop there. He even earned his pilot’s license in
Florida, eventually flying part-time for Weather Shield's corporate aviation
program, traveling across the country while maintaining his role in the
family business. “Pretty cool for a guy from Medford,” he laughs.

Back home, Peterson’s dedication to community and family continued. He

Jeff Peterson served on the Medford

and his wife, Pam (also a Medford graduate), raised two children, Haley €
School Board for nine years and
and Adam. Their son, Adam, now works in the family business and races  was the president of the Wisconsin

professional snow cross for Polaris in the winter. Road Builders Association.
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Perhaps one of Jeff Peterson’s greatest
contributions to Medford has been his
commitment to technical education
and workforce development.

After years of hearing from parents
asking how their kids could enter the
construction industry, Peterson saw an
opportunity to make a difference.
Working with the Medford district, the
Department of Transportation, and local
trade unions, he helped create a
program that connects high school
students  directly to careers in
construction.

The program, now known as HIghWG)’ In November, the MASH Highway Construction Skills students traded their
Construction  Skills Training (HCST) morning lesson for a hands-on experience with Miron Construction, the general

. contractor for the district’s referendum-funded projects. These students arrive
offers students hands-on experience,

at 7 a.m. each day, before regular classes, to earn their certification toward
sofe’ry training, CDL test preparation, becoming skilled heavy equipment operators.

and dual credit toward both high school and technical college, plus a direct path into the workforce. “It's
working great,” Peterson says. “We've hired around ten students who came through the program, and most

are still with us. It's exciting to know you've made a difference.”

Peterson'’s belief in giving back also led him to serve three consecutive terms on the Medford School Board,
beginning in 2009. Motivated in part by his daughter, who has special needs, Peterson wanted to help the
district better understand and support families like his. “You don’t know what it's like until you live it,” he
says. “I wanted to bring that perspective to the table.” He describes his time on the board as challenging
but rewarding. “I don’t think the board ever agreed on anything right away,” he laughs, “but we'd talk it
through, take a vote, and move on. That's what good boards do.”

Recently, Peterson found himself coming back to where it all began. JPS was selected as the low bidder to
complete the pipe installation for the new MASH construction project, a meaningful milestone for the
Medford graduate.

From his early days behind the wheel of a water truck to leading a statewide construction company, Jeff
Peterson is still paving new paths, shaped by family, forged through technical education, and dedicated to
building both roads and the next generation.
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